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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H I N G T O N 


March 3, 1975 


MEMORANDUM FOR 


FROM: 


max l. friedersdorf 

BOB WOLTHUIS 



SUBJECT: 

Part I 

The trip on balance appears to be a plus. Upon arrival in 
.^ gon ° n Thursday the delegation held its first meetincr with 

excellent^ob^n" 3t 2 ?- M ' 1 think the ^^ssador did an 

3 b conveying the Embassy's position to the 

by ^President TM * V’ the entire delegation was rece!vld 
oy ^fsijent Thieu for nearly a two hour session This 

vel^flank and ? answer Period which X feel^as 

y frank and I think the performance of President Thien 

made a positive impression on most of the M^bers! 

to^ilitary^egion l 

he?p £*£%£ President?^ ^ ^ ^ - y 


delegation^or the^n??* d ! s, r ribe the activities of the entire 
uti .Legation tor the entire trip because that renn-rt- v, = o 

and 6 ?? 16 ® by .J he Embassy and should be available for your use 
and the President's, sometime late today or tomorrow! 

deleoiti^n t wf?S m ^ ala " as very heipiul and impressed the 
delegation with the seriousness of the situation there U D on 

We m f t . wlth Ambassador Dean who, with the military P 
attache, explained the encircling seige of the city The Y 

tllTolTe a rlT a : e ^L t0 V ^ Slt Wlth L °" 1,01 and this'meeting 

in Saigon Lon L! f V S or a f hel P ful the Thieu meeting 

appeal^for assLtaLf Spi r ak F? 3lish bu t did make a strong 

, ^ assistance. It was in this meeting that he n-FTer-ed 

MosfpeSp^i!! attends Ula ln a sol “ tion to the Cambodian war 

mean that 22 2 including myself understood this to 

mean that Lon Nol offered to resign if necessary. The press has 

also given his remarks that interpretation. At this nofnJ ? 

Marbod of^efense^ ! Con ^ ressman McCloskey and^ric Von 

visits 2 o toe frnJiT Congressmen Chappel and Murtha for 

. /v ttle ifont lines. Just prior to our dena-rtriT-<=> -Frrr- 
Saigon the airpnrf -in Pimom , . P a ture for 

artillery fire. 
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Upon returning to Saigon that evening President Thieu again . 
entertained the delegation at a State Dinner. 9 ave a brief 

address which I found to be very courageous and this too is 
on its way to me. The essence of his speech wa.s that the 
South Vietnamese people had their back to the W they 
have relied on the American commitment and he pi rongly urged 
the delegation to have the Congress honor that commitment. 

On Sunday the delegation spent most of its time visi*-ing with 
various representatives of opposition groups as we ^ as bhe 
Viet Cong and the North Vietnam representatives Saigon. I. 
was not permitted to go to that meeting since tb e administration 

representatives were all excluded. 

The big story that I think will come out of the trip will deal 

with political oppression. None the less I exp fciCt at l east 
five of the eight Members and possible six to recommend in 
their report Congressional approval of the Supp ^mental for 
South Viet Nam. The Cambodian aid request may D°b f a -*- r as 
well. I am sure Congressmen Chappel and Murtha will support 
it and I assume Senator Bartlett will also. cof*9 ressman 
McCloskey probably leaning in that direction bu^ * bave some 
doubt that Mrs. Fenwick will support the military aid. There 
is no question that Mrs. Abzug will oppose mili(- ar ^ assistance 
to Cambodia but will probably endorse continued humanitarian 
assistance. 

Part II 

Based on my conversations with the Members of th e _ delegation 
as well as the key people who have been talking with them • 
throughout the trip I would like to give our cof-bective impressions 
as to where they may stand in the committee rep#*’*'* 

1. Chairman Flynt — He began making good souh4 s on the way 

over and it is my understanding that he will en$ orse bhe Supplemente 
for Viet Nam although maybe not at the full $3ftd million level. I 
also expect him to endorse some form of military assistance for 
Cambodia although he did not make the trip to ppuom Penh. 

2. Senator Bartlett — He made extensive notes over every 

visit and interview and was in country three da 7 s l° n< ? er than 
the House Members except Congressman McCloskey* * expect 
Senator Bartlett to be a strong supporter but P r °bably also 

recommend that President Thieu broaden his poli^^ ca ^ base in 
South Viet Nam. 
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3. Congressman Chappel — He will be a strong supporter 
for both Cambodia and Viet Nam and I expect him to take 
a strong lead in the Passman subcommittee and in the full 
Appropriations Committee as well as on the floor. He went 
over on our side and came back strongly reinforced. 



4. Congressman McCloskey — Without question the toughest 
mind on the trip. He posed the hardest questions to the American 
Embassy people and on balance I think he has moved quite a 
way in our direction. He will continue to take a public 
position against political oppression but I expect him to 
support most of the Supplemental for South Viet Nam. He may not 
be so strong on the Cambodian aid request. His position I 
consider to be the most critical of the whole delegation. On Sunday 
afternoon prior to our departure for Washington he requested and 
received a private audience with President Thieu. I do not know 
yet what transpired in that meeting. 


5. Congressman Murtha — As you may know he served in Viet Nam 
with the U.S. Marine Corps in 1965—66. He hates the communists 
and our trip to Military Region 1 was his idea so he could 
retrace some of his activities in the Danang area. He will be 
very strong for both Viet Nam and Cambodian military assistance 
and is prepared to work very closely with us in the floor, fights 
in the House. I consider him to be a very valuable ally. 

6. Congressman Don Fraser — The most difficult of all the 
delegation to read. He did travel outside of Saigon on one 
occasion but he did not make the trip to Phnom Penh. He 
spent considerable time with opposition leaders and groups and 
I am sure he will take a strong position against political 
oppression. If we get any help from him on military assistance 
for either country I will consider it an unexpected plus. 

7. Mrs. Abzug I believe she went there with a closed mine and 
came home with a closed mind although it may have shaken her 

a little bit. She will definitely oppose military assistance 
to Cambodia because she is convinced that a blood bath is 
inevitable whichever way the war goes. She will probably 
endorse humanitanian assistance to Cambodia. I expect her to 
make a good deal of noise about political prisoners, especially 
19 newspaper people who ar.e confined in South Viet Nam. I 
expect her to oppose military assistance for Saigon. 

8. Mrs. Fenwick — I believe of all the people on the 
delegation she has wrestled harder with the problem than anyone 
else. She read everything she could get her hands on and while 
she spent a great deal of time with Fraser and Abzug, she looked at 
both sides very carefully. I think a Presidential nudge may be 
helpful in her case based on the fact that she told one member 

of our party that when she was a little girl she learned that if 
a person made a commitment, that commitment should be kept. 
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Prior to leaving for Saigon, the delegation was furnished 
a very long memorandum from the IndoChina Resources Center 
here in Washington. This group is anti-Thieu and basically 
represents the far out opposition groups in Saigon. The delegation 
had all of this material and most of them read it en route to 
Viet Nam. 


Part III 

In keeping with the schedule which you have recommended I 
will call each member of the delegation and invite them to 
a meeting with the President on Wednesday at 11:00 A.M. 

However, I do recommend that the President personally call 
Congress Flynt and make the invitation since Flynt has indicated 
to me that he could not meet before Thursday. 

The Republicans headed by Senator Bartlett have also asked 
for a separate meeting with President Ford. I recommend that 
this be done especially since it may solidify Mrs. Fenwick. 

I do not believe it should occur before the Wednesday meeting 
with the whole delegation. I recommend the following participants 
in the Wednesday meeting besides the President: 

Congressional delegation Defense Department 

Chairman Flynt Secretary Schlesinger 

Senator Bartlett Eric V on Marbod 

Congressman McCloskey 
Congressman Chappel 
Congressman Murtha 
Congressman Fraser 
Mrs. Abzug 
Mrs. Fenwick 

White House 

Brent Scowcroft 
Max Friedersdorf 
Vern Loen 
Bill Kendall 
Bob Wolthuis 

State Department 

Secretary Kissinger 
Assistant Secretary Phil Habib 
Ambassador Martin 

P.S. I have made the invitations and all members of the Congressior 
delegation have accepted for Wednesday at 11 A.M. 




